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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE WELLINGTON 2761 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, NZ 

SUB J : PROPOSED LEGISLATION ON NEW ZEALAND TOBACCO 
MIXING REQUIREMENTS 

REF: STATE 201014 

1. IN AUGUST AMCONSULATE GENERAL AUCKLAND ALERTED 
EMBASSY VIA MEMORANDUM (WITH COPY TO DEANE BLACK, 
USDO, WASHINGTON, DC) OF REPORTS THAT BILL PROVIDED 
FOR REGULATIONS WHICH COULD ENABLE INCREASE OF 
MANDATORY MINIMUM PERCENTAGES OF NZ TOBACCO. 

2. AGATTACHE ALSO INFORMED DIR, TOBACCO DIVISION, 

FAS USDA. 

3. PROPOSED LEGISLATION ENTITLED "TOBACCO GROWING 
INDUSTRY BILL " WAS FIRST INTRODUCED IN PARLIAMENT BY 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT LAST YEAR. LABOUR GOVERNMENT 
REINTRODUCTED BILL THIS YEAR, BUT BECAUSE OF CLAMOR FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MANY CHANGES DECISION WAS TO DRAFT NEW BILL. 
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4. GOVERNMENT REPORTEDLY NOW PREPARING NEW BILL 
TO INTRODUCE IN PARLIAMENT IN TIME FOR ADOPTION BY 
1974/75 TOBACCO GROWING SEASON. 

5. EMBASSY INFORMED THAT TOBACCO GROWER S 
FEDERATION WHICH DREW UP ORIGINAL BILL VERY INTERESTED 
IN INCREASING 30 PERCENT MINIMUM NZ TOBACCO IN MIXES. 



6. IT IS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST TO NOTE THAT MIN FINANCE 
ROWLING REPRESENTS TOBACCO-GROWING CONSTITUENCY WHOSE 
POPULATION HAVE INCOMES BELOW NEW ZEALAND AVERAGE. 
WOOD 
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